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GENTLEMEN, 


T has always been the Principle and En- 
deayour of the Proteſtant Diſſenters ra 
oppoſe all Encroachments on our Civil 
and Religious Liberties, and every De- 

fign rhat has even the remoteſt Tendenc 

to it. This has, under God, hitherto ſup- 

ported theſe Liberties, and given us a Cre it 
with our Fellow - Subjects who value the Hap- 
pineſs of that particular Conſtitution of Go- 
vernment which we, thro' the Bleſſing. of 

God, live under. 

By theſe Means we remain a Body of 
Chriſtians avowing our Diſſent from the Im- 
poſitions of all Incompetent Juriſdictions, ei- 
ther of the Magiſtrate or the Church; and 
have, thro” God's great Mercy to us, in the 


End, obtain duch a Protection from the Go- 
A : 2 - verament 


vernment as we ow enjoy, againſt Laws 
that were levelPd at theſe Principles and 
Practices, tho theſe latter are eſſential to all 
Religion; and of the Chriſtian Religion in 


particular. 


After the Diſſenters have reſolutely 
ſtood againſt all Attempts of unlawful 
Power, how ſtrongly ſoever it has been 
ſupported, I cannot but beſeech and ob- 
teſt you, Gentlemen, not to ſubmit to the 


preſent Uſurpation of a few Gentlemen, 


who without the leaſt Foundation, call 
themſelves a Committee; and under that 


Name and Pretence 8 a Power of con- 


vening you, and thereby, in confequence, 
may, and no doubt will, claim to be the 
Governors and Directors of all your Civil 
Affairs; and that in their own Right, with- 
out any Power derived from the Congrega- 
tions of Diſſenters, or from you, the Depu- 
ties of. thoſe Congregations; Y who alone 
have all the Powers to manage their Civil 
Affairs veſted in you, that thoſe. Congre- 

gations, conſider'd as voluntary Societies, 
have originally in them. This pretended 
Committee therefore can have no Power 
of any kind whatſoever: for they have had 
none from the Deputies, and are not any of 


them, as far as I know, or believe, Depu- 


ties thenfdves.” 1 have heard that ſome of 


theſe Gentlemen who ſtile themſelves the | 


 Commirtee, bays. e to be choſen De- 
puties, 


puties, and have alſo prevented other Gen- 
lemen that were of the Committee from 
being choſen, upon Pretence, that they 
were of an higher Order; and that being, 
as they alledg d. of that Committee, they 
are of the Body of Deputies of courſe, in 
Virtue of this their own inherent Right, 
and were to take their Seats among the De- 
puties, who are, it ſeems, but the Commons, 
ſitting by virtue of an Election; not alto- 
gether unlike the Peers of Ezgland, who 
antiently fate, as is ſuppoſed, with the Com- 
mons ; and as the Lords of Scotland, who, 
"tis well known, till the Union, fate by their 
Peerage with the Commons of that part of 
Great Britain. However, thoſe Peers, tho 
ſitting with the Commons, either in Eng- 
laud or Scotland, were created Peers by the 
Crown: But did ever any Gentlemen pre- 
tend to erect themſelves into this kind of 
ſenatorial Dignity before? ” 
Theſe Gentlemen, indeed, in their Sum- 
mons, pretend to derive their Power as a2 
Committee, from the General Aſſembly in 
Silver. ſureet, and from that only. They 
don't ſay from which of the two ver- 
ſtreet General Aſſemblies they derive thoſe 
Powers. But neither of thoſe ever gave 
them any Power, but ro make a Report; 
and the laſt of thoſe Aſſemblies gave them 
no Power, but to make that Report to 
two Deputies choſen by each Congregation 


of 


| 4163 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters in London, and 
within ten Miles round. The Committee 
made that Report ; and that Report was 
agreed to by the Majority of thoſe Deputies : | 
And conſequently then and there, muſt all 
the Powers end and determine, that the Com- 
mittee received from either of the Sz/ver- 
Street Aſſemblies. Nothing can be more 


evident than this Propoſition. 
The laſt of thoſe Aſſemblies at Filver- 


Street reſolv'd, for many wile and urgent 
_ Reaſons, that they wou'd never meet again 


in that Form and Shape; bur call'd on the 
reſpective Congregations of Diſſenters in Lou- 
don, and ten Miles round, to chooſe Depu- 
ties, to hear that Report: Since they alone, 


(as this Aſſembly thought) cou'd be proper- 
ly authorized to receive it. not being liable 


to any Complaint of Inequality. A rare in- 


ſtance of Prudence and Moderation, and that 


ſets the aſſuming Conduct of the pretended 


Committee in a very different Point of Light. 
This ſecond General Aſſembly at Silber- 
Street, as tis calPd, diſſolv'd themſelves tho” 
they were allow'd to have all proper Powers. 


Whereas on the contrary, the pretended Com- 
mittee. who had no ſuch inherent Powers as 
the general Aſſembly had, nor any particular 
Powers after they had made their Report, 
{till aſſume -and retain * even when 
they don't ſo much as exiſt. 1 
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The pretended Committee as 1 have juſt 
nov ſaid, derive their Appointment from the 
Meetings in Silver- otreet only, and not 


from the laſt Deputies, who were the firſt 
of the kind that were ever choſen. But if 


this pretended Committee has happen'd to 


overlook any Power or Appointment they 
had from thoſe Deputies, let thoſe Powers 
or that Appointment be ſhewn ! It is well 


| known to thoſe Deputies that met to hear 
the Report of the Committee laſt Year, at 


Satters-Hatl, that there was no ſuch Power 
or Appointment : And it is as well known 
to the Gentlemen of the Committee, that 
they thought, and ſaid, they had executed 
all their Powers above twelve Months ſince. 


Nor did they ever once Meet, or were they 


ever once calPd together ſince they broke up, 
during the whole time that thoſe firſt Depu- 
ties ſubſiſte w. 10 121 
If Mr. Holden thought, that that Com- 
mittee was any thing more than a Commit- 

tee to make a Report to the firſt Deputies, 
and to do what was incident to that Report; 


or, that they ſubſiſted as a Committee to take 


care of the Civil Affairs of the Diſſenters; 


How came Mr. Holden in all that time, ne- 


ver once to call them together? Eſpecially 
while the Iriſh Repeal was tranſacting here, 
which did not only concern our Brethren in 
Ireland, and the Diſſenters here on their 


Account, but on our own Account too? In- 


—_— 


0 
. 
1 
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n as . Rona of the Sacramental 


Teſt in Ireland was propos'd as a Pledge of 
future Fayours to ourlelves. If this Commit- 
tee then ſubſiſted. is Mr. Holden to be ex- 
cuſed for not ſummoning them, in order to 
take their Advice and Aſſiſtance on ſo im- 
portant an Occaſion ? Or is he to be excuſed, 

that inſtead of calling them together, he bas 
managed and tranſacted this great Affair with 
a {mall 7un7o of his own ? : 

This pretended. Committee, after being 
ſuffer d to ſleep for above twelve Months, 
(that is all the while the laſt Deputies (ub- 
ſiſted) are firſt rouz'd and call'd together on 
Thurſday the 3 iſt of January, in order to 


FP {ſummon the Deputies newly choſen. Mr. 


Holden then gave this pretended Committee, 
after ſo long a Slumber, but twenty four hours 
notice to meet in. Some of theſe Gentlemen 
were out of Town; others were under pre- 
vious Engagements. The Committee did con- 


ſiſt of twenty five, but one is dead; and 


of the twenty four ſurviving, that it is ſup- 

poſed were ſummon'd, ſeventeen only ap- 
pear d. Four of them came only to declare 
their Opinion, that the Committee did not, 
nor could not, ſubſiſt; to diſclaim any ſhare 


in their Proceedings; and to warn them a- 


gainſt aſſuming Powers they had not, to the 
expoſing their own Characters; not barely 
by the Abſurdity of taking Powers that they 


bad not, but by the * the London 


Diſſenters, 


„ 1 
Diſſenters, or their Deputies, to a pretended 
Committee. When they had thus enter'd 
their Proteſt againſt this pretended Com- 
mittee's Power to meet or act; againſt the 
ſudden Notice ot meeting; and the uncan- 
did. Manner of ſummoning them; theſe four 
withdrew. Three other of the ſeventeen 


ſaid, they would ſtay and hear what any 


one had to offer, but would not vote one 


way or other as Members of that Commit- 


tee, being of Opinion that it did not ſubſiſt: 
So that Ten only of the Seventeen voted for 


your being fummon'd by them as a Commit- 


tee. You will by this ſee how candidly you 
are dealt wich in the Summons to meet at 


Faltora.- Hall, in which the Gentlemen of the 
Committee are ſaid to deſire you unanimouſly 


to meet there, To y the truth, a Vote of 
ten Gentlemen could not ſo much as with 
Juſtice have been ſaid to be the Vote of the 
Committee, if it had ſubſiſted, being the 
Minor (inſtead of the Major) Part of twenty 
four, the number of the whole ſurviving 
Members, while a Majority of the whole 
Committce has been the Quorum, that have 
concurred to all other Votes, even while it 
ſubſiſted. . = 

Thus you ſee, Gentlemen, that Mr. Holden 
has, or has not, call'd this pretended Commit- 
tee together by no certain or fix'd Rule, but 


arbitrarily, juſt as ſuited beſt his own private 
Views and Intentions. 


* Indeed 


U 
Todeed it appear'd very plainly that Mr. 
Holden was himſelf fo little fatisfied that the 
Committee lubſiſted, ; that he could not pre- 


vail on himſelf to aſſume the Power of ſum- 


moning them together, without firſt obtaining 
a Letter from nine of the Deputies, to deſire 
him to do ir, to the Intent, as was alledged, 
that they might lay ſomething of Conſe- 
quence before them. As ſoon as this pre- 
tended Committee met, this Letter from the 
nine Deputies was read to them; but how 
unreaſonable was it for Mr Hold: to ima- 
gine, that a Letter from nine Deputies could 
give him any Power, that he, or the Gen- 
tlemen he had ſummon'd, had not? If the | 
Gentlemen he ſummon'd were net a Com- 


mittce, and if he himſelf conſequently was 


no Chairman, How could this Letter conſti- 
tute him a Chairman, and empower him, as 
ſuch, to ſummon the Gentlemen together 
as a Committee? Or how could it enable 
him to revive them as a Committee, who 
were expired and determin'd fo long fince, as 
now all the Bodies were, from whom they 
derived, or could derive their Powers, and 
ro whom alone they could exerciſe them ? | 
But to ſuch poor ſhifts is the affecting and 
aſſuming Power by Men that ban't it, always 
Arien | 
It. ought to be obſerved too, in order to 
Jet you ſee how poorly this mean Contri- | 
vance to get the pretended Committee roge- 
ther 


[14 2 


ther was conducted. that the Letter of theſe 


nine Deputies to Mr. Holden, was not men- 


tioned in his Summons to the Committee, 
tho? it was alledged by him to be the Reaſon 
why he ſummon'd them; and when five * 
thele nine Deputies, w ho attended this 
tended Committee, were called in by eo] 


they laid no other Matter before them, bur 


an 1 to them, to ſummon the De- 
and laid, they would reſerve their 


Ley Point for che Deputies, who, it ſeems, 


they ſaid, were fitteſt to take it under their 


Conſideration when they ſhould meet. Pit- 


tiful ſhuffling ! Bur however, this grand Se- 
cret is now diſclos d, namely to get a Vote 


of their Subſiſtence, and to have all the 


Civil Affairs of the Diſſenters under their 
Care. Let the Affair of the Iriſh Repeals 
derermine rhe Fitneſs of if, 

If this Committee did not, nor could not 


fubfiſt by any Powers derived from the Diſ- 


ſenters, as has been plainly ſhewn, theſe 


Gentlemen acting as a Committee, muſt be 
as notorions Uſurpers of Power, as ever yet 
appear'd. They are guilty of ſuch an Ufur- 


pation as has not 0 much as a Colour to 
varniſh it over. He that uſurps Power over 


another, claims to be his Lord and Maſter; 


and he that ſubmits to it, refigtis his own 


3 and as far as in him lies, the Liber- 


ty of others. Such is all lawleſs Power 


whatſoever, however exerciſed | But it is 


5 2 yet 


— 


— 
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et more intolerable, when it is exerciſed 


by thoſe who have uſed the Truſts repoſed 
in them, to the deſtroying, all the — Pur- 


poſes, for which thoſe Truſts were veſted. 


Aſſert your Liberty then, Gentlemen, againſt 


ſuch unprecedented ;Encroachments! and 
ſince you have in all, Times mantully op- 


poled the unreaſonable. Claims of Power in 
every Shape, ſubmit, not meanly tothe: pre- 
ſent Scheme of Power. To ſuch an untea- 


ſonable Power you will ſubmit, if you ac- 


knowledge in any Inſtance their aſſumed Au- 
thoriry ; and all Authority which is not de- 


rived from yourſelves is aſſumed, and is in- 


conſiſtent with the Nature of all free and 
voluntary Societies. All Authority in every 
Nation, that is not ſo derived, is illegal, 4 
rannical, and uſurped. - 


But we hear it is alledg d, in favour of 
this Summons, that ſeveral of the Con- 
gregations have return'd their Deputies to 


Mr. Holden, and therefore he muſt ſummon. 
Who directed theſe Returns to be made to 


Mr. Holden, or to the Committee? Was it 
not abſurd and irregular from the Nature of 
all Returns to make them to Mr. Holden? 
Or, admitting that the Returns were right- 


ly made to him, how does this give him a 


Right to ſummon? What Connexion is there 


between receiving Returns, and having a 


Right ta ſummon thoſe that are return'd: ? 


Al Returns of Members of the H — of 
Cams 


Lag ] 

Cs are made to the Clerk of the 
| 6 an Officer in Chancery, out of 
which Court the Writs iſſue. But has the 
Clerk of the Crom a Seat or Vote in the 
H. of CO— s? Has he the Chair of that 
Houſe? Or can he convene the H. of C—s8 
by Virtue of having thoſe Returns made to 
him? Theſe Queltions carry their own 
Akan evidently along with them. 

But, Gentlemen, we take the Liberty to 
lay before you, -ncther Reaſon, why the 
Meeting at 'Salrers- Hall, under the Sum- 
mons ot this pretended Committee, was it. 
regular, beſides that which ariſes from the 
_ uſurp'd Power of | thoſe who ſummon you; 
namely. that they have added Violence to 
their Ulurpation, in thus calling you to- 
5 The Caſe is plainly this. 0 

About Forty of the Deputies being met, 
agree to Summon the reſt of the Deputies 
to meet at Pinner Hall on Monday the 
28th of January. It muſt be'allow'd theres 
fore, that ſuch a Number had the beſt Right 
to call the reſt together, that any Men 
poſſibly could have; and therefore had d 
Power of ſummoning you; unleſs it ſhaft 
be ſaid, that the Deputies could never have 
met at all, bur by Accident, or by a 
Summons from ſome that had leſs Power 
rode Wh of themlelyes. 13 1 


” 
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f Deut. 


The Deputies «Qually met purſuant to 
this Summons, to the Number of about 1 20, 
130, or more, as near as can be guels' d: 
that is, to the Number of above half of all 
the Deputies. But by whatever Summons 


they met, when they were met (whether by 


a regular or irregular Summons, eſpecially 


5 wn thoſe that met were, as I ſaid, above the 


half of all the Deputies) they were then the 
Body of the Deputies aſſembled, and had all 
the Power of the Deputics in them. They 
bad fo by Right: And being moreover in 


the actual Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of all 


thoſe Powers, they choſe a Chairman, and 
then adjourn'd themſelves to the fame Place 
and Hour, that Day Fortnight. The Choice 
of the Chairman therefore, and the Ad- 
journment, were Acts of the whole Body 
of the Deputies ; and the laſt Act of the 
Body, vix. that of Adjournment, ſuſpend- 
ed all the Powers of the Depuries, till they 
ſhould meet to exerciſe them again at the 
Time and Place to which they were. ad- 


journ'd: Nor can there poſſibly be any 


Meeting of the Deputies by any means 


' wharlocver, till they meet at that Time and 
Place. Whoever conſiders the Nature of 
an Adjournment, of any Aſſembly whatſo- 
ever, muſt allow this. And in Practice it 


never was once diſputed in any Aſſembly, 
to be the true Nature of an Adjourn- 


* 


" ag] 1 

It would be but a very (lender Objection 
to this Choice of a' Chairman, and to 
the Adjournment, to ſay, that many went 
away from that Meeting; and that but few 
ſtaid. For why did any go away? Per- 
haps ſome of thoſe thought, by that means, 
to fling you into ſome great Irregularity, or 
to diſſolve you. If there were any ſuch, 
can their withdrawing be any Objection 
againſt the Meeting? However, every one 
knows, that they that leave a Meeting. 
leave all the Powers of that Meeting with 
thoſe that ſtay. This is too fully known, 
and too conſtantly practiſed in all Aſſem- 
blies, of what kind ſoever, to be farther 
iafiſted on: However, enough Deputies 
ſtaid behind to act. One Deputy told Sixty- 
three others, among thoſe who ſtaid, to t 

Vote of Adjournment. Every one knows 
that Forty is a Oorum of a Meeting of 
558. The Meeting, that without naming 
ir, all will underſtand to be the Meeting 
of the greateſt Conſequence of any iti 
Europe. „„ * 
The Gentlemen therefore who met at 
Salters- Hall, are not to be conſider'd as 
the Body of the Deputies met, ſince they 
cannot poſſibly meet till Monday next; but 
only as a Part of that Body, met by an 
undue Summons, and contrary to a regu- 
lar Adjournment of the Whole, bs 


The 
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The pretended Commirtee's ſummoning 


You in oppoſition to that Adjournment, - is 


an Ad of Violence on the whole Body of 


the Deputies, and conſequently on all the 


Congregations of the Diſſenters, whom the 
Deputies repreſent ; is a forcible Entry upon, 


| and a violent outing them of, the peaceable 
and quiet Poſſeſſion they were in, of. the 
exerciſe of ſuch Powers, as Deputies can be 


veſted with by their reſpective Congregations 


And by acting under ſuch a Summons, you 


will not only countenance that Act of Ular- 


tion aud Force; which the prerended Com * 


mittee hath already been guilty of in ſum- 


moning you, but Will be inſtrumental in de- 


ſtraying the only regular Depntaries by your- 
felves,, u ho arc Der put ies too. 
„There is one farther 6 that 


naturally offers itlelf here againſt your act. 
ing upon this Summons, beſides the uſurp'd 
Power, Which that Summons is founded on; 

and the Violence it offers to the Meeting of 
the Deputies that met at ,n. Hall, on 
Jauuary the twenty eighth; namely, that 


it ſeems to lay the Foundation of a Diviſion 


among us, after all that has been lately ſaid 


by Mr. Holaen in his Speech for Peace and 
Union. A real Diviſion muſt always carry 


1 Guilt and Folly in it, but it can never carry 
more, than, when practiſed by Diſſenters, 
the ſer and dilconurenanced Party. | 


"The. 
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The Diſſenters have always juſtly pleaded, 
that they were the true Schiſmaticks who 
claimed Powers which did not belong to them, 
and would oblige others to a Submiſſion to 
them, not they who oppoſe ſuch Claims, 
ſuch Encroachments. Union and Peace are 
deſirable things; nor had theſe been broken, 
could the Committee have prevailed upon 
themſelves to defer acting, till the Depuries 
regularly met according to their own Ad- 
journment. This intervening Meeting is one 
Inſtance of Miſconduct which the Commit- 
tee is accountable for, and ought to vindicate; 
or elſe the World wil imagine that the Secret 
is only plauſibly diſguiſed. If Mr. Holden 
means any thing by Unity anda good Agree- 
ment among ourſelves. it is only an artful 
way of telling the Deputies thar they muſt 
ſubmit to the Directions, and follow the 
Guidance of the Committee, without inquir- 
ing into the Reaſonableneſs of it; and if any 
Oppoſition is made to it, all their Influence, as 
far it goes, ſhall throw the whole into Diſ- 
order and Confuſion. Has Mr. Helden in any 
part of his Speech vindicated the Claims of 
the Committee, or juſtified their Conduct in 
ſummoning this Meeting of the Deputies, 
which he knew was conteſted ? Is not this a 
reaſonable Expectation, and would have been 
much more to his Purpoſe, than the moſt _ 
ſolemn Appeals? This would give the World 
an Opportunity to NN their rea 

an 
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Affairs into their Hands. 


and, it ſatisfactory, made all eaſie; till this 


is done, *tis only an Harangue, without en- 


tring into the merits of the Debate. 


It is a known Maxim, Gentlemen, that 


no Man can delegate a Truſt. You can't 


therefore delegate your Powers to this pre- 


_ tended Committee. Nor is it at all fit you 


ſhould, if you could do it. Is any perpetual 
Committee deſireable in any Body of Men 


whatſoever ? Is it not always to be dreaded ? 
Can you be fond of this Committee in par- 
ticular, that ſhews ſuch an unuſual fondneſs 


of Power, as they have ? That obtruded | 


themſelves on the laſt Deputies, who met at 


Salters-Hall about thirteca Months ago? 


and abſurdly inſiſted to be a part of that 1 


Body, or elſe that they wou'd make no 
Report: That have obſtinately taken every 
Meaſure to prevent the preſent Deputies from 
meeting, or of acting, when they were met. 
Such was the Tumult that was made! Who 
have at laſt thought fit to iſſue out a Sum- 
mons for the Deputies to meet, in direct 
oppoſition to the regular Adjournment of the 
whole Body to another time, and thereby of 
making themſelves your Committee, before 
they could know your Pleaſure about it. In 
a word, who have endeayour'd either to diſ- 
ſolve you, or to induce you to put all your 


But 


_ To 57 
But whatever you do, Gentlemen, at leaſt, 
don't give yourſelves up beyond Retrieve, till 
you have had an Opportunity of talking 
together, as a Body of Deputies, at the 
only Time and Place where 55 can poſſibly 
meet, namely at Piuners- Hall on Monday 
next. There meet, and calmly, and friend- 


ly conſider, as you ought, what is moſt 
for your common Service. Excuſe the Haſte 
in which this Letter has been drawn up, and 


believe me to be, 
GENTLEMEN, 
| Your faithful Friend. 
and humble Servant, 


DEPUTY. 
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Query 1. 


[ 20] 


Give me Leave, Gentlemen, upon this 


Repreſentation to propoſe tbe fol. 
owing Queries, and to defire each 
of you in the moſt earneſt Manner, 
ſeriouſiy to conſider the Anſwers 
awhich are A, to be ZN to 
them. 

HE 1 HER the Commit- 
tee has any inherent Power 
to manage the Civil Concerns of. the Prote- 


= ſtant Diſſenters: 1 


Whether the Truſt nord; in the Com- 
8 by a general Meeting at & itver-Street 
was not limited to the Queſtion, hen, 
and in what manner to apply for the Repeal 
of the Corporation and Teſt Acts, and to 
report their Opinion to a general Meeting 


of the Depuries ? e 


. when cher Report Was ade. 


the Truſt repoled_ in them did not conle- 


quently ceaſe, and the whole Power of the 
general Meeting at Silver. Street, reſolve it- 
ſelf into the Deputies ? 7 | 


4. Whe- 


Far ] 
4. Whether the Committee can either 
* Deputies to be choſen, or ſummon 
them when choſen, without exprels In- 


ſtructions from the Depuries : 5 


| Whether the Depuries hob as 
Truſtees for their reſpective Congregations, 
can with any Propriety delegate their Truſt 
to any bur thoſe of their own body ? 


= Wherher it is not an Act of high Uſur- 
pation in thoſe Gentlemen, who call them- 
ſelves a Committee, to act as ſuch towards 
you, by ſummoning you as a Committee, 
who, though they were twelve Months 
ago a Committee of Bodies that were dead, 
have not been appointed a Committee by 
vou? 


7. Whether the N umber of the Commit- 
tee who appear'd on Mr. Holden's Summons, 
and ated with him as a Committee, could 
properly make a Quorum, not being the 
W of the Committee? 


8. Whether the preſent Deputies have 
not an indiſputable Right to appoint their 
own Meeting, and form themſelves into a 
regular Body, and exerciſe the Powers 
their ſeveral Congregations have intruſted 
chem with 2 


9. Whe⸗ 


* _ wy 
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Cas iy 
9. Whether the Deputies are not thus re- 
gularly form'd by the Choice of a 2955 | 


men, and adjourning W * ? 


10. Whether therefore all intervening 


Meetings of any of the Deputies, by the 
Summons of this pretended Committee, in 
direct Oppoſition to the Exerciſe of the 


rightful Power of the Deputies, be not a 


* notorious Breach of Union and Concord, 


and has not an apparent Tendency to ſubvert 
and ruin the Marion itlelf! ? 
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